THE  TRAIL  OF  A TALENTED  NUMISMATIST 


By  Vytautas  Smilgevicius 

[From  Kauno  Diena,  1 May  1995] 

Translation  by  Aleksandras  Radzius 

Written  in  commemoration  of  the  108th  year  since  the  birth 
of  Povilas  Karazija. 

Some  people  work  with  much  ado,  and  everyone  knows 
about  their  work,  they  are  the  center  of  the  popular  press.  There  are 
also  others,  those  who  daily  work  quietly,  calmly,  with  dedication 
and  with  care.  And  later  it  turns  out  that  the  work  was  very 
important.  Among  the  latter,  we  must  classify  on  of  the  most 
noteworthy  Lithuanian  numismatists:  Povilas  Karazija. 

P.  Karazija  was  born  April  29,  1887  in  the  village  of 
Mazgeliskiai,  Panevezys  district  He  completed  his  schooling 
privately  in  Mintauja  and  in  SiauliaL  During  the  First  World  War,  he 
was  mobilized  into  the  Czar's  army  and  participated  in  the  activities 
of  the  Lithuanian  community  in  Voronez.  In  1918  he  returned  to 
Vilnius  and  was  an  editor  and  a contributor  to:  Vilnietis,  Rytu 
Lietuva,  Vilniaus  Aidas,  and  other  publications.  From  1926  to  1928  P. 
Karazija  worked  for  the  Vilnius  Teachers  Seminary.  This  was  the 
period  of  his  active  interest  in  Lithuanian  studies  and  in 
numismatics.  Thanks  to  his  efforts  in  1930,  the  Vilnius  (Rybiskiai) 
hoard  of  Lithuanian  silver  bars  (kapos),  the  largest  in  Lithuania,  was 
saved  for  science. 

The  conditions  under  which  P.  Karazija  had  to  do  the 
numismatic  work  were  very  unfavorable.  The  Vilnius  hoard  was 
found  in  a village,  and  the  locals  quickly  began  selling  the  valuable 
Lithuania  silver  kapos  to  private  collectors.  Only  because  of  the 
efforts  of  P.  Karazija  and  the  financial  aid  of  another  famous 
collector,  Konstantinas  Stasis,  was  the  greater  portion  of  the  Vilnius 
hoard  saved. 

Also,  in  the  occupied  Vilnius  Region,  Polish  law  prevailed, 
thus,  the  find  belonged  to  Poland-  As  a result,  the  locals  were 
hesistant  to  talk  about  the  find.  However,  without  regard  to  the  time 
or  the  money  required,  P.  Karazija  collected  the  hoard  and  published 
liis  findings.  The  significance  of  his  work  has  not  diminished  to  this 
day.  All  researchers  after  1930  who  study’  silver  Lithuanian  kapos 
base  their  research  on  Povilas  Karazija's  work. 

In  1937  the  Polish  occupational  government  exiled  Povilas 
Karazija  to  Warsaw,  and  from  there  to  independent  Lithuania.  From 
1938,  P.  Karazija  and  his  family  lived  in  Kaunas  and  worked  at  the 
Bank  of  Lithuania.  And  from  1939,  he  found  his  true  calling,  he 
became  the  Director  of  the  History  section  of  the  Cultural  Museum  of 
Vytautas  the  Great 

Most  of  Karazija's  energy  was  spent  in  the  study  of  the 
Aluonos  Skeleriai  and  the  Kruminiai  coin  hoards:  they  contained  the 
earliest  Lithuanian  coins,  designated  Type  HI  (Castle  Gates  on  one 
side,  equestrian  figure  on  the  other  side).  P.  Karazija  sorted  the  coins 
into  21  varieties,  determined  the  weight  of  each  coin  and  the  degree 
of  wear.  It  was  not  possible  to  assay  each  coin,  thus  only  a few 
representative  coins  were  assayed.  [Con't  on  page  2...] 


POVILAS  KARAZIJA  (1887-1955) 


1930  M.  VILNIAUS  LOBIS 

LOBIO  APRASVMAS.  iuustruotas  m lentelemis 


VILNIUS  — 


ABOVE:  One  of  Karazija’s  most  famous 
studies,  "1930  M.  Vilniaus  Lobis,"  published  in 
Polish-occupied  Vilnius  in  1932.  From  editor's 
personal  collection. 
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[Con't  from  page  1...] 

At  the  end  of  the  description  of  the  find,  P.  Karazija  presents 
photographs  of  the  coins.  The  conditions  for  transferring  these 
coins  to  museums  were  not  the  most  favorable.  Just  like  these  days, 
the  late  of  a find  is  dependent  on  the  political  conditions  and  how 

soon  the  appropriate  people  learn  of  the  find.  Nonetheless.  Povilas 
Karazija  found  the  time  and  did  not  spare  any  efforts  in  preserving 
these  two  finds. 

And  his  efforts  were  not  for  naught  as  even  today  all 
researchers  of  the  early  Lithuanian  coins  base  their  work  on  Povilas 
Karazija's  data  presented  in  the  book,  "Coin  Hoards  from  Aluonos 
Skleriai  and  Kruminiai),  published  in  Kaunas  in  1941.  While 
pe  rforming  his  duties  as  Director  of  the  History  Section.  P.  Karazija 
did  not  limit  himself  to  numismatics.  He  traveled  throughout 
Lithuania  looking  for  valuable  exhibits  for  the  museum  and  he 
maintained  foreign  contacts  in  his  effort  to  amass  a worthy 
Lithuanianistic  museum. 

During  the  Nazi  occupation,  Povilas  Karazija  and  the  Museum 
director  Paul iu.s  Galaune  stayed  on  to  guard  the  Kaunas  museum,  to 
prevent  the  plundering  of  the  valuable  exhibit  items.  Clearly,  under 
the  circumstances,  two  people  could  not  toally  prevent  plundering 
by  the  occupiers,  by  P.  Karazija  and  P.  Galaune  did  everything  they 
could  to  preserve  the  museum. 

With  the  return  of  the  Soviet  occupation,  Povilas  Karazija 
remained  Director  of  the  History  Section  until  1949,  working  under 
difficult  circumstances  to  preserve  Lithuanian  historical  items. 

Povilas  Karazija  died  in  1955,  and  he  is  buried  at  the 
Petrasiuniai  Cemetery  next  to  his  friend  and  co-worker,  Pauli  us 
Galaune. 

Povilas  Karzija  was  also  noted  as  an  active  collector.  His 
collection  was  collected  over  a lifetime  and  consisted  of  400  coins 
and  silver  kapos.  This  large  and  very  valuable  treasure  of  Povilas 
Karazija  was  donated  in  1977  to  the  Vilnius  University  Academic 
Museum  thanks  to  his  family,  wife  Ursule,  daughter  Laima,  and  son 
Gediminas.  That  was  the  largest  collection  ever  donated  to  a 
Lithuanian  museum.  Currently,  physician  Laima  Karazijaite- 
I-inkeviciene,  residing  in  Kaunas,  is  contributing  to  the  preservation 
of  the  memory  of  P.  Karazija  by  carefully  overseeing  the  publishing 
of  the  last  handwritten  book  of  K.  Karazija,  "Sanciu  lobis,"  (The 
Hoard  of  Sanciai). 

Ioday,  108  years  after  the  birth  of  P.  Karazija,  his  works  still 
live,  the  museum  to  which  P.  Karazija  gave  10  of  his  years  has  a large 
numismatic  collection,  his  research  is  a guiding  light  both  to  the 
novice  as  well  as  the  professional  numismatist.  Unfortunately, 
carelessness  and  a greedy  attitude  with  regard  to  finds  is  still  a factor 
even  today.  One  needs  only  to  remember  the  events  with  the  hoard 
at  the  Beuedctine  Monastery,  which  was  first  reported  in  Kauno 
Diena.  One  can  imagine  the  announcement  in  the  Vilnius  daily 
slow  no  during  the  Polish  occupation  about  the  Vilnius  find  and  how 
the  announcement  helped  in  the  selling  of  a portion  of  the  find. 
However,  it  is  hard  to  understand  why  certain  publications  reported 
inflated  prices  of  the  Benedictine  Monastery  find..  Thus,  there  is 
nothing  new  under  the  sun. 

On  ending,  a citation  about  Povilas  Karazija  from  any 
numismatic  publication  that  talks  about  Povilas  Karazija  could  be 
quoted.  However,  instead  of  quoting  citations  or  references,  we 
should  be  witnesses  to  the  work  of  P.  Karazija.  And  in  talking  about 
Lithuanian  numismatics,  we  should  begin  not  with  fancy  phrases  but 
with  the  simplist  of  facts.  We  have  a coin  from  the  Benedictine 
Monastery  which  was  obtained  in  an  unsavory  manner.  We  have  to 
look  at  it  not  as  a piece  of  silver  or  as  a potentially  marketable 
; onimodity,  but  as  a piece  of  Lithuanian  history.  A history'  into 
which  a Lithuanian  from  Mazgcliskiai,  Povilas  Karazija,  made  a 
contribution. 


ORDER  OF  GEDIMINAS 
DECORATIONS  AT  THE 
LITHUANIAN  NATIONAL 
MUSEUM 

By  Vincas  Ruzas,  Vilnius 
(Published  in  VORUTA.  No.  14,  April  14,  1995. 
Translated  by  Aleksandras  Radzius] 

There  are  a number  of  Order  of  King 
Gediminas  decorations  at  the  Lithuanian  National 
Museum  (LNM).  A short  history  of  the  decoration 
will  be  given  and  the  exhibits  on  hand  will  be 
described  so  that  the  current  collection  can  be 
better  appreciated. 

The  Order  of  King  Gediminas  was 
established  in  1927  and  the  first  awards  were  made 
in  1928  during  the  February  16  celebrations.  The 
Order  had  four  classes.  The  decoration  was  for  the 
recognition  of  individuals  who  performed  and 
exceptional  service  to  Lithuania,  especially  those 
who  performed  civil  or  social  work  exceptionally 
well  or  conscientiously.  Foreign  citizens  could  be 
awarded  this  decoration. 


The  first  issue  of  the  decoration  differed 
from  subsequent  issues  in  thatonly  one  side  was 
enameled  Each  class  was  of  a different  size.  The 
largst  was  the  1st  class  decoration  (69  x 69  mm) 
which  was  attached  to  a cross-the-shoulder  sash.  It 
also  came  with  a star.  The  LNM  houses  two  order 
decorations.  One  decoration  with  the  star  was 
obtained  with  the  Algimantas  Astikas  (1929-1990) 
collection  in  1994.  The  second  decoration,  without 
the  star,  was  obtained  from  the  State  Museum  when 
it  shut  down.  The  State  Museum  obtained  it  from  the 
K.  Ciurlionis  Art  Museum  (in  Kaunas). 

I did  not  mention  one  other  decoration  of 
the  order.  It  is  the  1954  decoration  belonging  to  the 
Science  Academy.  It  Ls  interesting  in  that  on  a 1st 
class  sash  is  attached  a Jrd  class  decoration.  1 do  not 
dare  to  speculate  why  that  is  so.  The  second  class 
decoration  (6.5  mm.)  is  worn  around  the  neck.  This 
(Continued  on  page  8...( 


FEATURE  OF  THE  MONTH,  By  Frank  Passic,  Albion,  Michigan. 


1944  GERMAN  LOTTERY  TICKETS  FOR  ITITIUANIA.  3. 


( icrman  Lottery  Ticket  for  Lithuania 
Size:  105  x 70  mm. 

Date:  1944 

Colors:  1st  class-light  green;  2nd  class-aqua 
blue 

Hand-stamp:  Purple 

Serial  numbers:  5-digits,  Black.  1st  class-5 
mm.  high;  2nd  class-4  mm.  high. 

During  World  War  H,  both  the  Soviet 
AND  German  occupational  authorities  issued 
capitalistic  lottery  tickets  during  this  time  of 
pillage  and  upheaval  in  the  Lithuania. 

One  organization,  the  "Savitarpines 
Pagalbos"  (Mutual  Help)  was  a substitute  for 
the  Lithuanian  Red  Cross  which  had  been 
outlawed  by  the  German  military 
government  Mutual  Help  existed  from 
November  1941  through  the  summer  of  1944 
when  the  Soviet  army  re-occupied  Lithuania. 

Lottery  tickets  were  issued  by  the 
Lithuanian  Red  Cross  as  far  back  as  1922,  and 
during  the  years  of  Independence. 

The  German-issued  tickets  are  uniface. 
They  feature  an  archaic  rider  emblem  on  the 
face,  but  not  the  full  Republic-era  style  Vytis 
emblem.  Below  the  rider  are  oak  leaves.  The 
serial  number  appears  on  the  right,  with  the 
word  "No."  printed  as  part  of  the  number, 
over  a "No."  printed  as  part  of  the  text 

The  text  translates,  "5  Reichmarks, 
Series  B.  Mutual  Help  Lottery.  Second  class 
drawing  will  take  place  July  10,  1944.  Non- 
winning tickets  will  be  exchanged  until 
August  3,  1944.  If  you  win,  money  will  be 
paid  until  October  10,  1944.  Without  previous 
class  ticket,  the  price  is  10  Reichmarks. 
Director  (signature),  n Class.  1/2  ticket" 

A round  purple  hand  stamp  of  the 
lottery  is  stamped  over  the  left  portion  of  the 
ticket  The  2nd  class  ticket  illustrated  here 
bears  a 34  mm.  diameter  stamp.  The  1st  class 
ticket  has  a 39  mm.  diameter  stamp.  The  1st 
class  ticket  bears  drawing/expiration  dates  of 
June  9,  July  3,  and  August  9,  1944,  similar  to 
the  2nd  class  tickets.  1st  class  tickets  bear  a 
series  letter  "A"  as  part  of  the  printed  text. 

Collecting  Lithuanian  lottery  tickets 
has  been  a new  aspect  of  the  hobby  which 
attracts  attention  and  conversation.  Those 
from  World  War  II  are  quite  scarce  on  the 
market  today. 


Pictured  above  is  (left)  the  Hon.  Dr.  Alfonsas  Eidintas, 
Ambassador  of  the  Republic  of  Lithuania  to  the  l nited  States,  and 
(right)  Frank  Passic,  Numismatic  Curator  at  the  Balzekas 
Museum  of  Lithuanian  Culture  and  editor  of  The  Knight.  Eidintas 
was  honored  by  the  Museum  as  Man  of  the  Year  on  December  9. 
and  Mr.  Passic  is  presenting  him  with  a copy  of  The  Knight. 
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I6ch-18th  CENTURY  WESTERN  EUROPEAN  THALERS  FOUND  IN  LITHUANIA 


By  Vytautas  Kucinskas 
Translated  by  Aleksander  Radzius 
Originally  published  in  MOKSLAS  ir  GYVENIMAS  (Science  and  Life) 

No.  6,  pp.  17-18,  1991 

[Editor's  note;  Lithuanian  treasure  hoards  and  foreign  ntonev 
found  in  Lithuania  is  one  area  which  we  haven't  touched  much  upon 
here  in  The  Knight.  We  hope  this  article  gives  our  readers  some 
enlightening  information  and  is  a help  to  our  members  who 
specialize  in  the  medieval  coinage  of  the  Grand  Duchy  of  Lithuania.  1 

THALER,  a silver  coin,  first  minted  in  1484  in  Tirol  during  the 
reign  of  Duke  Sigismund  (1439-1496).  The  coin  was  minted  of  95.75% 
silver  and  weighed  29.232  grams. 

At  the  end  of  the  15th  century  and  the  beginning*;  of 
capitalistic  thought  in  Europe,  with  commerce  and  international 
markets  growing  quickly,  there  arose  a need  for  a full  valued 
currency  which  would  facilitate  trade.  It  was  not  possible  to 
immediately  begin  minting  new  coins,  since  there  was  a shortage  of 
gold  in  Europe.  The  situation  changed  when  silver  was  discoverd  in 
Central  America  and  in  Central  Europe.  Now  there  was  enough 
precious  metal,  minting  technology  had  reached  a high  level  and 
soon  a large,  attractive  coin  was  placed  into  circulation  which 
became  a standard  in  the  European  monetary  system  and  remained 
such  for  four  hundred  years. 

In  1518,  graf  Joachimsthal  Schlich  placed  into  circulation  in 
his  Bohemian  holdings  silver  guildens  (the  thaler  became  the 
equivalent  of  a golden  gulden  and  was  equal  to  60  kreuzers.  thus 
initially  it  was  called  a gold  groschen  and  was  equal  to  one  gold 
gulden).  The  grafs  Scholichs  and  the  ruling  Hapsburg  dynasty- 
realized  great  profits.  From  1525,  the  new  coins  were  called 
Joachimsthalers,  later,  just  plain,  thaler. 

The  high  silver  content  artfully  minted  thalers  soon  spread 
throughout  Europe,  and  by  the  middle  of  century  arrived  in 
Lithuania. 

The  reasons  for  the  appearance  of  these  coins  in  Lithuania, 
the  locations  of  hoards  containing  them,  and  the  influence  of  the 
coin  in  the  market  is  little  researched  in  the  works  of  historians.  It 
must  be  noted  that  Lithuanian  numismatists  generally  research  coins 
of  the  Lithuanian  Kingdom  and  leave  foreign  coins  which  circulated 
in  feudal  Lithuania  by  the  wayside. 

The  thaler,  as  a monetary  unit,  soon  spread  throughout 
Western  European  and  American  countries.  However  it  went  by 
different  names:  dalder  in  the  Netherlands,  riksdaler  or  rigsdaler  in 
Scandinavia,  thaler  in  Italy,  taliar  in  Poland,  jefimka  in  Russia,  dollar 
in  North  America,  and  so  on.  Later,  some  countries  began  minting 
these  coins  with  other  names;  crowns  in  England,  ecu  in  France, 
ruble  in  Russia. 

The  variations  in  the  naming  of  the  thaler  is  part  of  the 
historical  development  of  numismatic  terminology.  Monetary 
terminology  has  many  words  which  wre  borrowed  from  neighboring 
countries  with  whom  trade  was  conducted. 

In  Belarus,  language  administrative  documents  from  the 
15th- 17th  century,  many  phonetic  variations  of  the  thaler  are  found; 
talier,  taler,  tarel.  The  word  "taliar"  appears  in  our  written  records 
from  the  secondhalf  of  the  l6th  century. 

Many  of  the  thalers  found  their  way  to  Lithuania  as  a result 
of  historical  events.  The  Lithuanian  Kingdom  was  at  the  crossroads 
of  trade  and  cultural  routes  between  European  countries.  Through  its 
territory  trade  was  carried  out  between  Eastern  and  Western  Europe 
since  ancient  times.  Trade  linked  Lithuanian  internal  and  foreign 
markets. 

Trade  between  Lithuania  and  Western  Europe  greatly 
improved  after  the  Teutonic  Order  was  defeated.  The  decline  of  the 


power  of  the  Teutonic  Order  and  the  return  to 
Polonia  of  Danzig  were  important  events  which 
spurred  Lithuanian  trade  with  W’estem  Europe. 
Danzig  and  Konigsberg  became  centers  for 
Lithuanian  exports.  However,  until  the  beginning 
of  the  16th  century,  Lithuanian  nobles  expanded 
their  trade  only  with  agricultural  products.  Many 
city  inhabitants  also  supported  themselves  by 
farming.  Only  the  top  of  the  feudal  class  engaged  in 
foreign  trade.  The  lesser  nobility  was  content  to 
buy  and  sell  on  the  local  economy.  The  former 
sources  of  income:  furs,  leather,  wax  and  the  sale 
of  farm  products,  were  no  longer  sufficient.  The 
land  workers  were  no  longer  satisfied  with  these 
small  sources  of  income  which  they  received  form 
traders  for  the  sale  of  these  goods. 


GERMAN,  IJITICH 
(Liege). 

Maximilian  Henry  of 
Bav- 
aria. 1 Thaler,  1677. 

An  agriculture  based  economy  hindered  the 
development  of  manufacturing.  A more  integrated 
link  with  the  world  markets  was  only  possible 
when  there  was  greated  demand  in  Lithuania  for 
the  basic  agricultural  product-grain. 

Western  European  countries  were  looking 
for  markets  for  their  manufactured  goods  and  a 
source  of  raw  materials  and  food  stuffs.  From  the 
end  of  the  l6th  century,  Lithuanian  wheat  exports 
greatly  increased  to  Western  Europe,  resulting  in 
increased  numbers  of  farms. 

Of  importance  also  were  forest  products, 
linen  and  hemp  for  the  sailing  enterprises.  These 
were  brought  by  traders  from  Flanders,  England, 
and  Holland. 

Through  the  Baltic  ports,  taken  by  German 
nobles  and  traders,  Lithuania  traded  with  German 
cities  and  the  Netherlands  which  belonged  to  the 
Duchy  of  Burgundy  and  a vassal  of  the  tier  man 
Emperor  Phillip  II  (1556-1598),  who  annexed  the 
southern  Dutch  provinces  by  military  might.  The 
northern  provinces  formed  a political  union  and 
declared  themselves  an  independent  republic.  In 
the  Netherlands,  the  primary  occupation  was  trade, 
which  brought  huge  profits.  The  chief  import  for 
the  Netherlands  was  wheat  brought  in  Danzig. 
Konigsburg,  and  Klaipeda.  IJthuanian  traders 
engaged  in  the  eastern-western  overland  trade 
through  Poland  and  controlled  portions  of  this 


SAXONY,  Altenburg: 
John 

Phillip,  1 Thaler, 

1620. 


trade.  The  traders  of  Vilnius  became  especially  rich  since  the  trade 
routes  from  Russia  to  the  west  ran  through  Vilnius. 

The  importation  of  foreign  manufactured  goods  hindered  the 
development  of  local  manufacturers.  Native  manufacturing  did  not 
develop  in  cities  which  engaged  in  trade.  Thus,  the  lot  of  the 
peasants  deteriorated  since  their  feudal  obligations  were  increased. 

During  the  second  half  of  the  16th  and  the  beginning  of  the 
17th  century,  the  nobles  used  every  means  available  to  them  to 
increase  their  agricultural  income.  With  the  increased  dependence 
on  foreign  markets,  the  feudal  system  became  entrenched  even 
deeper.  The  increase  in  foreign  trade  resulted  not  in  the 
development  of  capitalism,  but  in  the  deepening  of  feudalism. 

The  Lithuanian  economy  suffered  greatly  from  the  war  with 
Sweden  and  Russia.  The  Polish  and  Swedish  competition  for  Livonia 
intensified  at  the  end  of  the  17th  century.  Sigismund  Vasa,  heir  to 
the  Swedish  throne,  became  King  of  the  Lithuanian-Polish 
Commonwealth  (1587-1632).  The  war  with  Sweden  (1600-1629)  and 
the  maintenance  of  a mercenary  army  drained  the  economy. 

One  reason  why  in  the  first  half  of  the  17th  century  many 
western  European  thalers  were  found  in  Lithuania  was  that  the 
minting  of  coins  decreased  in  the  Commonwealth  during  the  reign 
of  Sigismund  Vasa  (1627-1632)  and  even  fewer  were  minted  during 
the  reign  of  Vladislaus  VI  (1632-1648). 

During  the  second  half  of  the  17th  century,  the  country's 
economy  declined.  The  Lithuanian  economy  especially  declined  after 
the  start  of  the  1654  war  between  the  Commonwealth  and  Russia, 
and  the  intervention  of  Sweden  in  Lithuania.  Trade  was  also 
hindered  by  a financial  crisis  at  the  start  of  the  war.  The  State 
treasury  was  empty.  The  Lithuanian  Army,  having  retreated  to 
Samogitia.  demanded  the  pay  due  it.  And  having  not  received  it,  the 
army  pillaged  estates  and  farms,  further  harming  the  economy. 

In  1664  a mint  was  established  in  Kaunas.  However,  its 
existence  was  not  justified  and  the  state  treasury  continued  to  be  in  a 
poor  state. 

During  the  third  and  fourth  decade  of  the  17th  century, 
Lithuanian  currency  was  debased  by  three-quarters.  Its  value  also 
decreased  because  great  quantities  of  precious  metals  had 
accumulated  in  European  markets.  Foreign  traders  paid  for  farm 
products  with  gold  or  silver  coins.  The  State  began  to  use  money 
borrowed  from  foreign  sources  to  maintain  the  mercenary  army. 

Queen  Bona,  mother  of  Sigismund  August,  in  1556,  on 
returning  to  Italy  took  a large  sum  of  money  with  her,  which  she 
lent  to  King  Phillip  II  of  Spain.  When  Queen  Bona  died  in  1559, 
SigLsmund  August  became  the  legal  inheritor  and  reminded  the  King 
of  Spain  about  the  debt. 


COUNTERSTAMPED  30 
Groschen  on  Spanish 
Half-Thaler,  with  mono- 
gram SA  and  date  1564. 


The  loan  was  repaid  in  Spanish  thalers  and  half-thalers 
although  it  was  never  repaid  in  full.  The  sum  was  very  large  and  the 
question  arose  if  it  was  worth  while  to  remint  them  into  Lithuanian 
coins,  since  that  required  much  labor  and  was  time  consuming.  At 
that  time  a war  was  in  progress  with  Russia  and  the  army  had  to  be 
paid.  It  was  decided  to  counterstamp  the  thalers  with  a special  stamp 
and  a monogram  SA  (Sigismund  August)  and  the  date  1564. 

These  counterstamped  thalers  were  issued  and  made 
equivalent  to  60  Polish  groschen,  although  their  actual  value  was 
less.  With  these  coins  the  army  was  paid. 

According  to  the  data  of  the  Polish  numismatist  M. 
Gumowski.  counterstamped  half  thalers  of  Charles  V.  and  half 
thalers  of  Phillio  II  are  most  frequently  encountered. 


Many  of  the  16th  to  18th  century  Western 
European  thalers  found  in  hoards  were  probably 
hidden  away  during  the  wars  which  raged  between 
the  17th  and  18th  century.  Two  hoards  (OzkyciaL 
Pasvalis  District,  and  Senasalis,  Vilnius  District) 
were  hidden  during  the  war  between  the 
Commonwealth  and  Sweden  (1600-1629).  One 
hoard  (Uzvenciai,  Kelmc  District)  was  hidden  after 
the  end  of  the  war. 

Many  hoards  with  thalers  were  hidden 
during  the  war  between  the  Commonwealth  and 
Russia  (1654-1667)  and  during  the  Swedish 
intervention  in  Lithuania.  Ten  such  hoards  have 
been  found-  Alkiskiai  (Akmenai  District), 
Altoniskiai  (Kaunas  District),  Kalnabridziai  (Vilnius 
District),  Kaugoniai  (Kaisiadoriai  District). 
Kirdeikiai  (Svencioniai  District),  Naujosodis 
(Rokiskis  District),  Zabieliskiai  (Kedainiai  District). 

Fifteen  hoards  have  been  found  from  the 
period  of  the  Great  Northern  War  (1700-1721): 
Eiskudziai  (Birzai  District),  Karaliskes  (Trakai 
District),  Kukuciai  and  Naujasis  Daugeliskis 
(Ignalina  District),  Leilenai  (Telsiai  District). 
Lukosaiciai  (Siauliai  District),  Radviliskis  II  and 
Siliskiai  (Akmene  District),  Jurkiskis  (Rokiskis 
District),  Snaigupe  (Lazdija  District),  Vezikenai 
(Salcininkai  District),  Vilnius  I,  Vilnius  II.  Vilnius 
HI,  and  Vilnius  IV. 

Three  hoards  (Joniskis  n,  Blinstrubiskes 
(Raseiniai  District)  and  Vilnius  V)  were  hidden 
during  the  second  half  of  the  18th  century.  It  lias 
not  been  determined  when  two  hoards  (Joniskis  I 
and  "Sesupe"  collective  (Marijampole  District)  were 
dug  under  since  the  complete  coin  composition  of 
the  hoard  is  not  known. 

Besides  Western  European  thalers,  the 
hoards  hidden  between  1 600-1629  mainly  contain 
Polish  coins  of  Sigismund  Vasa.  The  1654-1667 
hoards  contain  Lithuanian  coins  of  John  Casimir. 
Polish  coins  of  Sigismund  Vasa,  Swedish  coins  of 
Charles  X Gustov,  and  Prussian  coins  of  George 
Wilhelm.  Those  from  the  Great  Northern  War 
contain  Lithuanian  John  Casimir,  Polish  coins  of 
John  Sobieski  Prussian  coins  of  Frederick  Wilhelm 
and  Frederick  III.  Although,  coins  of  other 
countries  are  also  found  in  much  smaller 
quantities. 

The  17th  to  18th  century-  hoards  with 
Western  European  thalers  are  generally  found  in 
central,  northern  and  eastern  Lithuania.  The 
hoards  from  western.  transNemunas.  and 
southeastern  Lithuania  which  contain  Western 
European  thalers  are  few. 

Many  hoards  with  Western  European 
thalers  are  found  along  trade  routes  which  during 
the  17th  and  18th  century  were  also  used  for 
military  purposes.  Through  many  of  these  routes, 
foreign  enemy  armies  marched  and  so  many 
hoards  were  probably  buried  in  various  localities 
when  wealthier  inhabitants  wanted  to  hide  their 
wealth. 

Gravesites  never  yield  liigli  value  coins  like 
the  thaler,  only  smaller  denomination  coins  are 
found  It  may  also  lx-  noted  that  during  the  l~lh 
century  mainly  peasants  were  buried  in  old 
cemeteries.  For  this  reason  only  small 
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English  translation  by 
V.L.G.  Matelis 


Continued  from  last  issue.... 


MjVRKE/MVRK.  L.  A symbol  of  limits,  or  weight  or  of  kind;  a trademark  of  merchandize,  of  a factory  or 
a firm.  A specific  piece  of  precious  metal  in  the  middle  ages,  with  symbols  of  its  weights  and  fineness.  2.  An 
early  unit  of  weight  of  precious  metals,  equal  to  2/3  of  the  Roman-French  12  ounce  pound,  long  used  in  Europe 
in  transactions  reckoning  money  from  the  tune  of  Charlemagne.  Philip  I of  France  newly  established  the  mark 
in  1 103,  weighing  about  3.840  grains,  or  248.8  grams.  From  this,  there  developed  a series  of  somewhat  differing 
units  of  weight,  known  as  marks  among  the  German  countries  and  elsewhere.  For  example,  in  Koeln,  it  was 
about  233-9  gr..  Nuremburg.  237.52  gr..  Vienna,  276.98  gr.,  Parisian  troy,  244.754  gr.,  Holland,  246.084  gr., 
Czechia.  25.3.29  gr..  Spain,  230.348  gr.,  etc.  The  Koeln  mark  widely  dominated  and  from  1524  became  the  basic 
unit  of  weight  in  all  of  central  Europe.  That  mark  survived  in  the  German  countries  until  the  middle  of  the  19th 
century.  In  185^,  it  was  replaced  by  the  metric  systems  half  a kilogram  pound  (Zollpfund).  3.  Until  the 
beginning  of  the  16th  century,  all  marks  were  reckoning  measures  only  of  precious  metals  and  money.  In 
1506.  there  came  into  circulation  in  the  Vends  Monetary  Confederation  a silver  mark  of  0.939  fineness, 
weighing  about  19.3  gr.,  completing  the  series  of  coins  iin  1/3  and  2/3  mark  denominations,  which  had  been 
struck  a few  years  earlier.  There  followed  various  mark  coins  of  various  value  and  weight  in  other  German 
States,  and  in  Livonia  and  Scandinavia.  4.  The  German  monetary  unit  from  the  establishment  of  the  Empire 
( 18'1  18'T3).  initially  containing  25/69  gr.  of  pure  gold,  divided  into  100  pfennigs  (After  the  inflation  of  the  First 
World  Wari.  1923,  the  Rentenmark.  from  1924,  the  Reichsmark,  and  from  1948,  the  Deutsche  Mark),  and  the 
coin  of  1 mark  ednominatiou,  initially  of  silver  and  from  1923  in  nickel,  and  from  1950,  it  was  struck  in  nickel 
bronze.  5.  The  Finnish  monetary  unit  from  I860.  6.  The  temporary  monetary  unit  in  Lithuania  from  1918-22 
(Ostmark).  ”.  The  Estonian  monetary  unit  from  1919-27,  of  100  penni  in  copper  nickel,  and  later,  a coin  in 
nickel  bronze.  8.  The  adventurist  General  Avalon-Bermondt's  paper  mark,  issued  during  1919  in  Mitau/Jelgava, 
and  forced  by  his  soldiers  into  circulation  in  Latvia  and  Lithuania,  until  the  Bermondtians  were  soon  defeated. 
9.  Hie  Memel  area's  "necessity  money",  approved  by  the  Allied  Commissioner  Petisne  in  1922-23  as  the 
monetary  unit,  and  the  1 mark  note.  10.  The  Warsaw  Government's  (1916-18)  and  Poland's  Republic  (1919-23) 
monetary  unit  (marka)  until  1924,  when  the  zloty  was  issue. 


MARKKA  (Plural.  Markaa),  the 
FiunLsh  monetary  unit  of  100  penni 
anda  coin:  from  1863-64  to  the  First 
World  War.  in  silver,  from  1921-40  in 
copper  nickel,  and  later  in  bronze  and 
iron. 


MASKAUKA  (Russian, 

moskovka).  The  silver  Moscow  deuga. 
also  known  as  "sablianica  (from  the 
rider  with  sword  struck  on  it  In 
Russian  sablia,  ’’in  the  hands  of  the 
rider"),  dominating  there  from  the 
15th  to  the  17th  centuries. 


MATAI/ Measures.  Units  and 

appliances  to  guage  weight,  length 

and  content.  In  the  lands  of  western 

civilization  two  different  measuring 

systems  are  in  use.  One  is  the  older, 

known  as  the  Anglo-American  system. 

elsewhere  is  the  new  Metric  System. 

Since  numismatists  are  mostly 

concerned  with  measures  of  weight 

and  length,  there  is  included  below 

their  most  necessary  components  and 

their  comparisons  (taken  from  both 

systems).  , . . , 

[Con  t next  issue... | 


WEIGHTS  I.  3 V 0 R I A I - 

( iyt  i ri  11  yieneti;  pavadinimad,  94ntruipos  (),  atitikroenys ) 

A.  English  A,  ajifflu-amerikief iu  sistem.o.je : System: 

1.  Avoirdupois  (3,v.daiktams  sverti)  - 

1 GRAIN  (gr.),  sakome  granas =1  "grudui11... 

1 OUNCE  (oz.),  - uncija - lA6  lb.(svaro); 

1 POUND  (lb.),  - =16  oz.,arba  7000  grants 

1 SHEET  TON  (s.t.ir  s.tn.),  - ma2.tona  . . = 2000  lb.,arba  907, 18k  kg; 

1 LONG  TON  (l.t.ir  l.tn. ),  - di.d2.tona  . . = 2240  lb. 

2.  Troy  (tauriems  aetalams,brangenybems  sverti)  - 
1 GRAIN  (gr.).-  granas  = 1/480  uncijos; 

1 CARAT  (car.).-  karatas  = 3,086  granams; 

1 0UNCI  (oz.t.) = l/l2  Troy  avaro,arba  480  grants 

1 POUND  (lb.t.) = 12  uncijg,arba  5760  gram;. 

B,  anglty-amerikieflt;  ir  metrine3  sist.SVCBIH  PAIIGIN1MAI: 

XTLIGRAXAS  (mg) = 0,015432  grano; 

GRAMAS  (g) = 0,035274  oz.,arba  15,432  gram;; 

OLOGRAMAS  (kg) = 2,20462  lb. 

GRANAS  (gr.)  = 0,0648  gramo; 

KARATAS  (car.) = 200  mg  (3,086  granq) ; 

AVOIBDUP.UNCUA  (oz.)  . . . = 28,3495  g (437,5  grang) ; 

“ SVARAS  (lb.)  ...  - 453,592  g (16  unciji^; 

TROT  UNCIJA  (oz.t.) = 31,1035  g (1/12  lb.t. ,arba  480  gr.); 

» SVARAS  (lb.t.) = 373,242  g (12  oz.t.,arba  5/60  gr.,. 


II.  LENGTHS  n.  ILQIAI- 

1 INCH  (in.ar  "),3akome  infae,colis 

1 ROOT  (ft.ar  1 ),  - peda  

1 TARD  (yd.),  - jardas  

1 CENTIME TRAS  (cm) 

1 ME7SAS  (in),  100  cm 


Metric 

a 2,54  cm; 

= 12"  (30,48  cm); 
= 3*  (91,44  cm); 

= 0,3947  info; 

= 39,371Kl,l  yd.); 


CONCERNING  OUR  NEW  MONEY 


[From  LAISVE,  September  2,  1922.  Translated  by  Algirdas 
Repalas.l 

[Tliis  original  newspaper  article  gives  us  an  insight  about  the 
era  when  the  original  litas  was  about  to  be  introduced  and  the  Bank 
of  Lithuania  was  still  being  organized.  Already  the  A.  Haase  firm 
was  contracted  to  print  new  notes,  which  would  be  dated  November 
16,  1922.  We  also  get  a glimpse  at  the  situation  in  the  Allied/French 
held  Klaipeda  territory  just  a few  mouths  before  it  was  reunited  with 
Lithuania.] 

In  addition  to  yesterday's  news  about  our  new  money,  we 
give  here  a bit  of  news  according  to  the  conversation  reported  of  in 
ELTA  [Lithuanian  Telegram  Agency]  with  the  Finance  Minister,  V. 
Petrulis. 

The  Czechoslovak  government  supervises  the  work  of  Haase 
printing  office  (where  Lithuanian  money  will  be  printed)  and  has 
promised  in  writing  to  the  government  of  Lithuanian  to  control  and 
supervise  printing  of  our  notes.  The  company  has  promised  through 
contract  to  pay  high  fines  to  our  Finance  Ministry  if  the  job  of 
money-printing  was  delayed. 

According  to  the  agreement,  one  third  of  Lithuanian  notes 
were  to  be  delivered  to  Virbalis  [Lithuanian  custom  station  on  the 
German  border]  by  November  16  of  this  year.  Another  third  will 
have  to  be  delivered  also  to  Virbalis  up  to  November  30  of  this  year. 
The  last  third  wil  have  to  be  delivered  by  December  15  of  this  year.  If 
all  notes  were  not  delivered  until  this  last  date,  A.  Haase  company 
would  have  to  pay  a penalty  of  10%  of  the  total  sum  of  the  order  for 
every  5 late  days.  Moreover,  A.  Haase  company  has  deposited  with 
the  Finance  Ministry  as  security  1 million  Czechoslovakian  korunas. 
Settlement  between  the  Finance  Ministry  as  the  founder  of  the  Bank 
of  Lithuania  and  A.  Haase  company  will  be  done  by  way  of  letter  of 

credit.  . 

The  Finance  Ministry  has  to  exert  all  the  force  during  this 

period  of  transition  for  our  government.  Excise  and  custom  taxation 
has  already  been  converted  to  litas  and  there  is  intensive  work  being 
done  in  other  departments  to  translate  government  income,  like 
documenteary  and  other  taxes  to  litas  and  to  thus  make  state  income 
independent  of  fluctuations  of  the  German  mark.  Particular  energy 
is  necessary  in  the  area  of  organization  of  the  bank  of  emission.  This 
work  is  being  taken  care  of  by  the  chancellery  of  credit  and  the  loan 
division  of  the  finance  department  under  direct  leadership  of  the 
Minister.  Numerous  employees  are  busy  not  only  evenings,  but  often 
nights  until  4 a.  111. 

CHANGES  OF  OFFICIALS  IN  THE  MINISTRY  OF  FINANCE. 
Petition  of  resignation  of  the  Director  of  Commerce  and  Industry 
Baltuska  was  accepted  and  in  a short  time  he  is  going  to  transfer  his 
department  to  a new  director  who  presumably  will  be  Stasys 
Liudkus,  master  of  business  economics,  captain  of  the  Lithuanian 

army.  , 

Vice-director  of  the  Department  of  Commerce  Stromas  has 

also  resigned  and  does  not  work  in  the  department  anymore. 

As  for  the  rumors  that  former  minister  of  finance 
Dobkevicius  is  to  become  governor  of  the  Bank  of  Lithuania  we  have 
to  observe  that  on  basis  of  dependable  sources  these  rumors  are 

premature  and  have  no  solid  ground. 

MINISTER  OF  FINANCE  IN  KLAIPEDA  AND  PALANGA.  Last 
Saturday,  the  Lithuanian  public  of  Klaipeda  under  participation  of 
our  Envoy,  arranged  a farewell  party  for  the  former  director  of  the 
Bank  of  Commerce  and  Industry  and  present  Minister  of  Finance  in 
the  hall  of  the  Hotel  Rytas  Company.  Representatives  of  pro- 
Lithuanian  political  organizations  got  together,  also  representatives 
from  private  companies  and  cultural  institutions,  numerous  farmers 
as  well  as  representatives  of  foreign  countries  and  from  the  side  oi 
Entente,  the  Administrator  of  tins  territory,  the  High  Commissioner 
M.  Petisne. 


A number  of  farewell  speeches  were  held. 
Using  the  opportunity  that  M.  Petisne  was 
participating  in  the  farewell  party,  Lithuanians 
declared  that  the  main  political  and  national 
cultural  goal  of  Klaipeda  Lithuanians  was  the 
possible  speediest  union  of  Klaipeda  with 
Lithuania.  The  speakers  emphasized  that  because 
of  the  fall  of  the  rate  of  the  mark,  the  financial 
situation  of  Klaipeda  land  is  leaving  no  other 
alternative  but  association  with  Uthuania. 

Last  Sunday,  the  Minister  of  Finance,  V. 
Petrulis  met  President  pro-tempore  A.  Stulginskis 
and  Premier  Minister  in  Palauga  and  explained 
his  plans  concerning  the  urgent  introduction  of 
our  own  currency.  Tliis  plan  was  fully  accepted. 


REMAINING  INFERIOR  1991 
NOTES  WITHDRAWN  FROM 
CIRCULATION 


The  remaining  inferior  1991  banknotes  of 
the  Bank  of  Lithuania  in  circulation,  the  10  and 
50  Litu,  were  withdrawn  from  circulation  on 
January  1,  1996.  The  bills  are  no  longer 

considered  legal  tender,  although  they  can  still  be 
exchanged  at  the  Bank.  The  20  Litu  was 
withdrawn  earlier.  The  100  Litu  remains  in 
circulation  because  it  was  printed  with  sufficient 
security'  features.  The  1991  notes  were  printed  by 
the  United  States  Bank  Note  Company  at  its  Los 
Angeles.  California  plant,  and  were  noted  for 
their  lack  of  sufficient  security  features. 
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I6th-I8th  CENTURY  WESTERN  EUROPEAN  TIIAEERS  FOUND  IN  LITHUANIA 


CONTINUED  FROM  PAGE  5 .... 

dc  mou ination  coius  were  placed  in  grave  sites.  Further,  coins  were 
placed  in  graves  only  for  symbolic  purposes. 

The  numismatic  researcher  V.  Potinas  noted  that  the  price  of 
silver  in  the  Baltic  countries  was  9-7%  higher  than  in  Western 
Europe.  It  was  more  profitable  for  foreign  traders  to  pay  with  silver 
t fullers  for  goods  purchased.  Whereas  in  W7estem  Europe,  payments 
were  made  with  notes  of  credit. 

However,  during  the  l6th  century.  Western  European  thalers 
did  not  have  much  of  an  impact  on  the  finances  of  the  Lithuanian 
Kingdom.  That  is  explained  by  the  circulation  of  native  coins  and  the 
working  of  native  mints.  Circulation  of  sufficient  quantities  of  native 
coins  did  not  necessitate  the  introduction  of  large  quantities  of 
foreign  coins  into  the  Lithuanian  Kingdom.  It  must  be  noted  that 
hoards  found  in  Lithuanian,  Latvian,  and  Belarus  territories  contain 
proportionally  fewer  thalers  than  other  coins.  Initially,  thalers  were 
used  for  making  large  payments  and  for  foreign  trade.  Coins  used 
for  such  purposes  rarely  end  up  in  hoards. 

From  the  second  quarter  of  the  17th  century  the  number  of 
thalers  increased  in  Lithuania.  Also,  besides  Lithuanian  coins, 
Swedish  and  Prussian  coins  also  circulated  since  Sweden  became  a 
neighbor  of  the  Commonwealth  after  it  occupied  Riga  and  Livonia 
(1621-1625).  Prussian  coins  began  to  enter  Lithuania  after  the 
formation  of  the  Brandenburg-Prussian  state  in  1618. 

After  the  Swedes  took  Elbing  in  1627,  they  established  a mint 
which  minted  thalers,  half-thalers,  orts,  three-groschen  pieces,  ort- 
and-a-half  coins,  groschen  and  shillings.  This  had  a negative  effect 
on  the  Lithuanian  coins  in  circulation.  The  1627  parliament  forbade 
Lithuanian  and  Polish  mints  to  mint  small  denomination  coins  since 
there  were  many  counterfeits  in  circulation  which  were  minted  in 
the  Elbing  Mint.  This  decision  was  supported  by  the  Polish 
delegation  but  was  opposed  by  the  Lithuanian  delegates  who  said 
that  Lithuanian  coins  were  true  and  of  higher  value  than  Polish 
coins. 

When  fewer  large  value  coins  were  minted  in  the  Lithuanian- 
Polish  Commonwealth,  conditions  were  right  for  the  introduction  of 
thalers  from  Western  Europe.  The  numismatist  I.  Spaski  states  that 
during  the  4th  and  5th  decades  of  the  17th  century  many  thalers 
from  the  Netherlands  found  their  way  into  Russia.  The  Belarus 
numismatist  V.  Riabcevich  thinks  that  some  of  the  thalers  could  have 
come  from  the  Lithuanian-Polish  Commonwealth  since,  in  contrast 
to  Russia,  foreign  coins  were  treated  as  equals  to  native  coins  in  the 
Commonwealth. 

In  about  1615  a thaler  in  Russia  was  considered  equal  to  50 
kopecks  (24  grams  of  silver).  In  Lithuania  and  Poland,  a thaler  could 
be  bought  for  42  kopecks  (20.16  grants  silver).  Thus,  by  selling 
thalers  in  Russia,  a 16%  profit  could  be  realized. 

Up  until  the  middle  of  the  17th  century  many  Western 
European  thalers  ended  up  in  Eastern  Europe,  but  after  that  their 
number  declined.  I.  Spaski  thinks  that  the  reason  the  Netherlands 
coins  were  brought  into  the  country  was  the  British-Dutch  War 
(1652-1654). 

The  wars  with  Sweden  and  Russia  destroyed  the  country's 
financial  structure  during  the  fourth  decade  of  the  17th  century, 
resulting  in  inflation  during  the  1660-1663  period. 

The  Ujazdov,  Kaunas  and  Olyv  mints  minted  copper  shillings. 
The  Olyv  mint  was  scheduled  to  mint  silver  and  gold  coins.  However, 
it  and  the  mints  at  Ujazdov  and  Kaunas  were  in  operation  for  only  a 
short  period  of  time.  It  was  important  to  the  mints  that  they  realize  a 
profit.  The  minting  of  silver  coins  was  more  profitable  than  the 
minting  of  copper  coins. 

A state  which  does  not  have  gold  or  silver  reserves  must  buy 
the  precious  metals  or  the  coins  of  other  countries  and  then  remint 
them  into  its  own  currency.  The  reminting  of  coins  required  alot  of 


work,  some  of  the  coins  were  lost  during  the 
reprocessing.  Thus,  mint  operators  were  not 
financially  motivated. 

After  the  1660-1663  inflation.  the 
economy  and  financial  structure  of  the 
Lithuanian  Kingdom  was  practically  non-existant. 
What  was  not  destroyed  by  war  was  finished  off 
by  the  collapse  of  the  financial  structure. 

Copper  shillings  were  placed  into 
circulation  in  Lithuania.  These  small 
denomination  coins  drove  out  the  full  valued 
silver  coins,  the  thaler,  and  became  the  only 
means  of  accumulating  wealth.  The  country  was 
able  to  recover  from  this  inflation  only  after  the 
monetary  reform  of  King  Stanislavas  Augustas  in 
1765. 

[NEXT  PAGE:  A chart  showing  l6-18th 
Century  Western  European  Thalers  found  in 
Hoards  in  Lithuania.] 


ORDER  OF  GEDIMINAS 
[Continued  from  page  2....] 


class  decoration  has  a star.  The  stars  of  the  1st 
and  2nd  class  decorations  were  identicaL  The 
LNM  houses  the  decoration  and  the  star  of  the 
collector  Povilas  Karazija  (1887-1955)  donated  by 
his  wife  Ursule  in  1963  and  one  decoration  from 
the  collection  of  A.  Astikas.  Two  decorations  were 
obtained  from  the  State  Museum. 

The  3rd  class  decoration  was  also  worn 
around  the  neck,  but  it  was  smaller  (56  mm.).  The 
museum  lias  only  one  such  decoration,  from  the 
A.  Astikas  collection. 

The  4th  class  decoration  (50  mm.)  wras 
worn  on  the  left  chest.  The  museum  houses  four 
such  medals,  one  belonged  to  the  famous 
physicial  B.  Bylienas  of  Kaunas.  One  was 
purchased  with  the  A.  Astikas  collection.  One  was 
obtained  when  the  History  of  Religions  Museum 
was  shut  down.  And  another  one  obtained  during 
the  '60s  whose  history  it  was  not  possible  to 
trace. 

In  1930,  the  Order  of  Gediminas  was 
supplemented  by  a 5tli  class.  Medals  for  the  three 
classes  were  also  introduced.  The  Order 
decorations  were  first  manufactured  in 
Switzerland.  The  reverse  was  enameled  and 
variations  ceased.  The  medals  for  the  1st  through 
3rd  class  were  the  same  (48  mm.),  those  for  the 
4th  and  5th  were  somewhat  smaller  (43  mm.). 
The  new  medals  were  attached  with  the  old  style 
ribbons,  even  with  a rosette.  From  information 
on  hand  to  date,  the  order  was  awarded  (both 
variations)  not  less  than:  1st  class:  136;  2nd  class. 
263;  3rd  class,  984;  4th  and  5th  class,  almost  1.500 
individuals  each. 

Although  a number  of  individuals 
received  were  decorated  with  the  order,  there  are 
few  examples  in  the  museum  of  the  first  three 
classes.  There  are  21  examples  in  the  museum  of 
the  second  issue  decorations. 


16th  - 18th  CENTURY  WESTERN  EUROPEAN  THALERS  FOUND  IN  HOARDS 


Line 

No. 

Location  hoard  found 

Latest  dated 
coin 

Number  of 
coins  in  the 
hoard 

Spanish 

Netherland 

United 

Dutch 

Provinces 

German 

D 

AltoniSkiai,  Kaunas  Dist. 

mid  17th  cent. 

1157 

4 

2) 

Blinstrubiskes,  Raseiniai  Dist. 

1747 

271 

1 4 

1 8 

5 

3) 

Kalnabridziai,  Vilnius  Dist. 

1665 

483 

4 

4) 

Karatiskes,  Trakai  Dist. 

1684 

1571 

1 1 

5) 

Kauqomai,  Kaisiadoriai  Dist. 

1651 

41 

4 

6 ) 

Kukuciai,  Ignalina  Dist. 

1700 

62 

16 

9-1/2  that. 

1-1/4  thal. 

1 1 

7) 

N.  Dauqeliskis,  Ignalina  Dist. 

1694 

9 

9 

8) 

Siliskiai,  Akmene  Dist. 

1716 

694 

2 

1-1/4  thal. 

9) 

Ve'zikenai,  f-Jalcininkai  Dist. 

1718 

527 

4-1/4  thal. 

10) 

Jurkiskis,  Rokiskis  Dist. 

1696 

1 7 

1 2 

4 

Tf) 

Radviliskis  1 

mid  17th  cent. 

6104 

5 

1 

12) 

Radviliskis  II 

1699 

20 

1 4 

4 

1 

13) 

Vilnius  1 

1674 

202 

1 8 

5-1/2  thal. 

14) 

Vilnius  II 

1694 

7 

4 

1 

1 

15) 

Vilnius  III 

1699 

104 

2 

16) 

Vilnius  IV 

1693 

10 

2 

2 

17) 

Vilnius  V 

1787 

179 

2 

5-1/2  thal. 
16-1/4  thal. 

5 

1 

18) 

"§esupe"  collective,  Marijampole  Dist. 

1st  half  19th  cent. 

1 1 

8 

1 

19) 

Ozkyciai,  Pasvalis  Dist. 

1624 

1695 

3 

20) 

Senasalis,  Vilnius  Dist. 

1600 

520 

1 

ALSO:  Line  5,  1 Prussian:  Line  17,  3 Swiss. 

ORDER  OF  GEDIMINAS  [Con't  from  last  page...] 

There  is  only  one  1st  class  medal  which  was  obtained  in  1954 
with  the  Science  Academy  collection.  One  star  is  also  housed,  it 
belonged  to  Monsignor  K.  Saulis. 

The  museum  does  not  have  a 2nd  class  decoration.  More 
accurately,  there  is  a star,  however  it  has  not  yet  been  determined  to 
whom  it  belonged  and  with  which  class  decoration  it  went. 

Three  3rd  class  decorations  are  housed.  One  was  obtained 
during  the  60s  and  one  each  from  the  Museum  of  Religious  History 
and  from  A.  Astikas. 

There  are  six  4th  class  decorations.  Two  were  obtained  from 
Ka/imieras  Pencyla  and  one  each  from  A.  Astikas  and  from  the 
Museum  of  Religious  History  and  two  from  the  State  Museum.  The 
example  from  the  State  Museum  was  obtained  from  A.  Astikas  and  is 
a first  issue  4th  class  decoration  modified  for  the  second  issue,  Le., 
there  is  a rosette  on  the  ribbon. 

There  are  eight  5th  class  decorations.  The  forrester,  Zenonas 
Koronkevicius  was  awarded  this  decoration  as  was  the  teacher 
Bronius  Ziauuys  in  1938.  One  is  from  the  A.  Astikas  collection.  And 
two  each  came  from  the  Museum  of  Religious  History  and  the  State 
Museum. 

There  are  two  decorations  without  ribbons  and  of 
undetermined  class.  They  could  lx*  either  4th  or  5th  class.  One  was 
given  to  I he  State  Museum  by  folklorists  of  the  Linkuva  middle 
school. 


The  Lithuanian  National  Museum  also  houses 
medals  of  the  Order  of  King  Gediminas.  It  was 
awarded  to  military  personnel  (except  for  officers)  as 
well  as  civilians.  The  medal  of  the  Order  of  King 
Gediminas  was  awarded  to  no  less  than:  1st  class:  48 
recipients;  2nd  class,  309;  and  3rd  class,  about  3.000 
recipients. 

The  museum  houses  a good  complete 
collection  of  medals  which  was  acquired  with  the  A. 
Astikas  collection,  one  2nd  class  medal  and  two  3rd 
class  medals  were  awarded  to  Moize  Stadainkis.  the 
teacher  Bronius  Ziaunius.  and  the  collector  Ado  mas 
Gricius. 

When  the  Museum  of  Religious  History  was 
incorporated,  one  2nd  class  and  three  3rd  class 
medals  were  acquired.  When  the  State  Museum  was 
acquired,  a very  well  preserved  complete  collection 
of  medals,  which  originally  belonged  to  the  Kestutis 
Ciurlionis  Art  Museum,  was  obtained.  Also,  two  3rd 
class  medals  were  obtained  front  A.  Astikas. 

It  is  now  five  years  that  the  Lithuanian  State 
is  being  reconstructed.  The  Lithuanian  system  of 
decorations  lias  been  restored.  The  President's  Office 
of  the  Republic  of  Lithuania  has  donated  to  the 
Lithuanian  National  Museum  examples  of  our  newest 
decorations,  among  them  is  a complete  set  of  the 
Order  of  King  Gediminas  decorations. 


10. 

WANT/FOR  SALE  ADS 


FOR  SALE:  l am  selling  my  colorful  gorgeous 
Lithuanian  stick  pins  at  $13.00  each.  Dr.  Victor  Zilaitis. 
2018  Heathfield  Circle,  Sun  City  Center,  FL  33573-7304. 
(813)  633-3403. 

Examples:  4th  World  Lithuanian  Sports  Games, 
1991.  tulip  shaped  in  national  colors  with  Vytis.  Golden 
metal  LITUANICA,  faces  of  both  pilots  and  their  plane. 
Lithuanian  Liberty  Beil  features  bell  and  Vytis,  comes  in 
5 colors.  Lietuva  March  11,  1991  pin.  More  Darius- 
Gireuas  pins,  etc.  Write  for  a Xerox  copy. 

FOR  SALE:  WORLD  BANKNOTES.  We  have  a 
large  stock  of  ESTONIAN,  LATVIAN,  & LITHUANIAN 
banknotes.  Including  RARE  government  and  local 
issues.  Please  send  for  a FREE  price  list.  Lee  Gordon, 
P.O.  Box  5665.  Buffalo  Grove,  IL  60089.  Tel:  (847)  506- 
1122.  Fax:  (708)  506-1155. 

FOR  SALE:  Book  titled,  "Die  Munzen  und  Das 
Papiergeld  Est  Linds,  Lett  lands,  Litauens"  by  A Platbarzdis. 
M.  C.  Hirsch,  printer.  AG.  (1957)  . Scarce,  only  110 
printed  copies.  202  pages  with  30  pages  of  plates,  2.32 
pages  total.  What  is  your  offer?  Write:  Anthony  A 
Tumonis,  3232  N.  Winstel,  Space  #11,  Tucson,  Arizona. 
85716. 


W ANTED:  Lithuanian  military  orders,  medals, 
decorations,  qualification  badges,  rank  emblems, 
uniform  insignia,  belt  buckles,  etc.  Also  period  photos 
of  Lithuanian  soldiers  in  uniform,  on  parade,  on 
maneuvers,  etc.  Leave  message  at  (708)  530-4541. 
Arunas  Jablonskis,  17  W.  335  l6th  SL,  Oakbrook 
Terrace,  IL  60181. 

FOR  SALE:  Book,  "Lietuvos  Pinigai  1915-1941” 
(Lithuanian  Money  1915-1941)  by  Ruta  Kunciene  (1995) 
Hard  cover,  color  photos.  A must  book  for  any 
Lithuanian  numismatist? 

I also  have  Lithuanian  banknotes,  and 
Lithuanian  iMinor  municipal  cities  notes  for  sale. 
Lithuanian  lottery  tickets  from  the  1930s. 

Write:  Frank  Passic,  900  S.  Eaton  St.,  Albion, 
Michigan  49224. 


WANTED:  I would  like  to  acquire  all  of  the 
modern  Baltic  coinage,  and  need  a current  price  list. 
(Dealers,  if  interested  you  can  send  him  one  of  yours]. 
Paul  Waichulaitis,  P.O.  Box  213,  Waupaca,  MI  54981. 


LETTERS 


I visited  Lithuania  in  October.  I picked  up  some 
circulating  coins  while  I was  there,  but  found  that  they  are 
now  almost  non-existant.  The  1,  2,  and  5 Litai  coins  are 
completely  gone  from  circulation,  having  been  replaced  by 
currency'  in  1993,  and  the  smaller  denomination  coins  are  so 
minimal  in  value  that  few  places  bother  with  them.  Stores 
and  restaurants  just  ignore  fractional  amounts  less  than  1 
litas.  Even  when  I requested  coins  in  change,  most  places 
didn't  have  them.  In  one  place  they  opened  their  cash 
drawer  and  took  out  all  they  had  and  just  gave  them  to  me. 
They  didn't  consider  the  coins  worth  bothering  with.  At  the 
present  exchange  rate  of  4 litas  per  dollar,  the  fractional 
coins  simply  have  neglible  value. 

-Kenneth  Humphreys,  Granite  Falls,  NC. 

EDITOR'S  RESPONSE.  Very  interesting.  I've  always 
wondered,  "What  are  those  fractional  coins  worth  in  U.S. 
money?"  And  the  banknotes,  too.  So  I asked  our 
mathematician,  Aleksandras  Radzius  to  caculate  the  value  of 
each  coin  in  U.S.  dollars.  This  is  based  on  1 litas  equal  to  U.S. 
25  cents. 

1 centas  = 0.0025  dollar,  or  0.25  of  a U.S.  cent.  (1/4  c). 

2 centu  = 0.005  dollar,  or  0.5  of  a U.S.  cent  (1/2  c). 

5 centai  = 0.0125  dollar,  or  1.25  U.S.  cents. 

10  centu  = 0.025  dollar,  or  2.5  U.S.  cents. 

20  centu  = 0.05  dollar,  or  U.S.  5 cents. 

50  centu  = 0.125  dollar,  or  U.S.  12.5  cents. 

1 litas  = 0.25  dollar,  or  U.S.  25  cents. 

2 litai  = 0.5  dollar,  or  U.S.  50  cents. 

5 litai  = 1.25  U.S.  dollars. 

10  Litu  = 2.5  U.S.  dollars. 

20  Litu  = 5 U.S.  dollars. 

50  Litu  = 12.5  U.S.  dollars. 

100  Litu  = 25  U.S.  dollars. 


ARTICLE  COMING  NEXT  ISSUE:  "THE 
1918-1919  MUNICIPAL  MONEY  OF 
TELSIAir 

By  Aleksandras  Kubilas 


FOR  YOUR  INFORMATION:  The  Balzekas 
Museum  is  now  OUT  of  the  custom-made  Lithuanian 
coin  holders  for  the  1925-36-38  set. 


DMITRY  MARKOV 

UO/.V.S  A MLDAl.S 

* Ancient 

* Medieval 

* Islamic 


(212)385-0661 
FAX  (212)  349-1743 


* Russian 

PO  BOX  950 

NEW  YORK.  N Y 10272 


